Six Sample Story Hours,

created by Kate McDowell for The Urbana Free Library

Story Hour:  Animal Noises!

Read:

E/Singer
Quiet Night (invite audience to make sounds of forest critters)

Guitar:

Sing  I Had a Rooster



ROOSTER, CAT, DOG, COW, HORSE

Read:

E/Feiffer
Bark, George!  

(George can make all the other animal sounds except the bark)

Tell:  Weaver and the Fly


OR


The Magnificent Moo (make flannelboard like Lisa’s)

(could also tell:  Chicken Little)

Guitar:

Sing  The Ram in the Chili Patch


COW, DOG, CAT, ROOSTER, ANT

Read  Is your Mama a Llama? (BIG BOOK, story coll) 

rhyming, asks various animals about mama until he finds his own

Videa:  Chicken Little (storycoll)

Or Animal Café (storycoll)

Other Ideas:

Bremen Town Musicians?--write song for this?

Other Books:

Animals should definitely not wear clothing (E/BARRETT)

Who Hops? (E/Davis) (shows creatures who crawl, hop slither)

Quiet Night (E/Singer) (great animal noises to sound along with)

Foggy Friday (E/Root) (rooster can’t crow, but other animals says “moo-a-moodle-moo”

Splash, Splash (E/Sheppard) (different animals fall in water, each making their noises)

Quacky Quack-Quack! (E/Whybrow) (baby forgets to feed ducks… ducks complain)

Book!  Book!  Book!  (E/Bruss) (In which a bunch of farmyard animals go to the library and get books.)

Fancy that! (E/Allen) (chickens say “took took,” chicks say “cheep” and rooster crows)

Animal Café (E/Stadler) (guests at a nighttime animal café)

Story Hour:   Bath Time 

Poem:  “Clean Gene” from Falling Up by Shel Silverstein

Rhyme:  
I saw you in the ocean



I saw you in the sea



I saw you in the bathtub



whoops! pardon me

Book:  King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub (E/Wood)

Song: “Everybody Wash” from Splish Splash: Bathtime Fun


(OR use video “It’s Not Easy Being Green”)

Book:  Max Cleans Up (E/Wells)
(could insert The Clean Up Waltz here)

Rhyme:  “After a Bath” from Ring a Ring O’ Roses 


After my bath, I try try ty


To wipe myself ‘till I’m dry dry dry


Just think how much less time I’d take 


If I were a dog and could shake shake shake


Book: E/Bynum

Otis (pig who likes to stay clean)

Video:  Piggy’s in the Puddle


OR


Paddington Bear’s Christmas (jvcv/Pad) “Paddington cleans up” or “Paddington takes a bath”


Other Books:

Edwards, Frank B.  Bungalo Books presents, Mortimer Mooner stopped taking a bath

Goodman, Joan E.
Bernard's bath

Arnold, Ted.
Huggly takes a Bath

Story Hour:  Cats

Book:  Feathers for Lunch (E/Ehlert) and/or


Mabela the Clever (storycoll)

Song:  Cat Song by Garrison Keillor

Book:  Millions of Cats

Song:  (to Wheels on the Bus)

My little cat goes wash wash wash…   all the live long day

My cat’s tail goes swish swish swish…  all the live long day

My little cat can scratch scratch scratch…  all live long day

OR sing:  Little Red Hen song

Rhyme:  Three Little Kittens (with flannel)

Film:  Let’s Give Kitty a Bath


OR Here Comes the Cat

Other books:

Roar!  A Noisy Counting Book (check to see if this is good)

The Good Luck Cat (may be too long, check this)

Story:  Slip Slop Gobble!


From Nursery Tales Around the World

Poem:  Cats of Kilkenny

Story Hour:  Cats, Version 2

Poem:  Rosalie


  Cat’s Tongue

Book:  Feathers for Lunch

Poem:  Cats of Kilkenny

Book:  Millions of Cats

Song:  (to Wheels on the Bus)

My little cat goes wash wash wash…   all the live long day

My cat’s tail goes swish swish swish…  all the live long day

My little cat can scratch scratch scratch…  all live long day

Film:  Let’s Give Kitty a Bath

OR

See above

Extra counting rhyme:

Little Kittens (rhyme w/ flannel board)


Five little kittens, playing on the floor


One smelled a rabbit, and then there were four


Four little kittens, fat as fat could be


One saw a puppy, and then there were three


Three little kittens watched how birdies flew


One ran up a tree, and then there were two 


Two little kittens snoozing in the sun


One chased a squirrel, and there there was one


One little kitten looking for some fun


Fluffed his tail and scampered off, and then there were none!
Story Hour:  Frogs

Read:  The Biggest Frog in Australia  (j398.20994/ROT)

OR


Moonbear’s Pet (E/Asch)

Show:  my wooden treefrog, and pass it around

Read:  The Red-Eyed Treefrog (j597.87/COW)

Sing:  5 Green and Speckled Frogs (with flannel board)

Read:  Seven Froggies Went to School (E/Duke)

Tell:  Weaver and the Fly (with string)

Read:  The Wide Mouthed Frog (storycoll)

teach:  “gunk, gunk, gunk” refrain

Sing:  Grandfather Frog



Grandfather Frog sat down on a stone, gunk, gunk, gunk



Croaking a song, he sat there alone, gunk, gunk, gunk


Along came a fly and said “Mister Frog,



Hop over and catch me here on my log,” gunk, gunk, gunk

But Grandfather frog just sat on his stone, gunk, gunk, gunk

Croaking a song, he sat there alone, gunk, gunk, gunk

So the foolish young fly flew away from the log

and quickly was caught on the tongue of the frog, gunk, gunk, gunk—Yummmy!

video:  Frog Goes to Dinner (12 min)


OR


Frog and Toad Together (story coll)

Other Books: 

E/KALAN     Jump, frog, jump!

E/LIONNI
It's mine!

E/VELTHUIJS Frog is frightened

E/WEST "Pardon?" said the giraffe

Story Hour:  Insects
Fingerplay:  Itsy Bitsy Spider

Sing:  Head, Thorax, Abdomen
(tune: Head, Shoulders Knees and Toes)

Head, thorax abdomen, six legs
Head, thorax abdomen, six legs
And eyes and ears and antennae
Head, thorax abdomen, six legs

Read:  E/MURPHY  
Caterpillar's wish


Or


E/Lionni
Inch by Inch

Sing with Guitar:  Old Lady Who Swallowed a fly

Tell:  Weaver and the fly

Read:  the Very Hungry Caterpillar by Carle

Sing:  Shoo Fly don't bother me 
cause I don’t want your company






cause I belong to somebody


(have to stop this early b/c too long)

Read another of the 2 books above if time

Video:  Caterpillar and the Polliwog


Or


Why Mosquitoes Buzz in people’s ears

Song at End: (really need this for mixed ages group)


Spider on the Floor (Raffi, singable)


Or


Shoo Fly (again)

Fingerplay at End: (if still need filler)


Here is the beehive

OR

Song:  fly is on my head, on my head....


Fly is on my shirt....


Fly is on my shoe...

Books To Bring:



*=good to read aloud

*E/Carle  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

*E/MURPHY  
Caterpillar's wish

storycoll  

Old Black Fly

E/KIRK  Miss 
Spider's tea party

And look in insects section of 500s (595.7 and around there)

Story Hour:  Rocks
Chant:
 

Rocks are round, rocks are rough

Rock are made of hard, tough stuff!

Rocks are here, rocks are there, 

you can find rocks anywhere

Read:  (one of the literal rock books…)


E/BANKS  A gift from the Sea

Sing:  Ricky the Rock (with audience participation)


1-Ricky the Rock goes ….. [blank stare]


Ricky the Rock goes…. [blank stare]


He never laughs or sings, he never does anything, 


Ricky the Rock goes…. [blank stare]


2-Claudia the Cloud goes [puffed up face]


3-Danny the Doorknob goes [turn head sideways, like doorknob]


(add inanimate objects)

Read:  Stone Soup

Tell:  Anansi and the Magic Rock  (with flannel)

Video:  Elizabeti’s Doll

[probably cut this]  Video:  Sylvester and the Magic Pebble (from jVCK/WIM William Steig Library)

Rock Chant:


Got a rock, got a rock


Got a pocket for my rock


Got two, two rocks


Gonna click my rocks together


Got a rock, got a rock


Got a rock, got a rock


And now it’s time to stop

E Books

E/Parnall, Peter.   The rock 

E/Pinkwater, Daniel Manus   Guys from space

E/BANKS  A gift from the sea  (New as of 7/02)  shorten for read aloug

E/Christian   If you find a rock

398.1/Stone Soup/Forest  Stone Soup...

